(No Model.) o
Ww. @, HOOKER.
ANIMAL TRAP.

No. 528,671, | Patented Nov. 6, 1804,

SIS
' 7 26

B A B 0)) S

19&:9?68

S | Wellinre C. FHeooker;
W iinesscs e _ . o -
: @’ % ]B‘y_maqnérgzys; _ . :

THE WORRIS PEYERS £, PHITE-LITHE., WASHINGTON, (. &




“a citizen of the United States, residing at

10

15

20

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

WILLIAM C. IIOOKER, OF ABTNGDON, TLLINOIS.

ANIMAL-TRAP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Leiters Patent No. 528,871, dated November 6, 1894.
Application fled March 14,1894, Serial No, 508,620, (Mo model) '

To all whom it may- concern: o
Be it known, that I, WiLLiaM C. HOOKEE,

Abingdon, in the county of Knox and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Ani-
mal Trap, of which the following is a speci-
fication. _ oo

The inveation relates to improvements in
apimal traps. :

The object of the present invention is to
provide, for catehing miee and rats, a simple,
inexpensive and efficient irap adapted not fo
axeite the suspicion of an animal, and ecapa-
ble of being arranged close to arat-hole, and
of being sprung by the animal passing over
it when not attracted by the bait.

A further object of the invention is to pro-.

vide a sensitive trap which may be readily
set, and which will be instantly sprang atthe
slightest attempt of an animal to obtain the
bait, - '
The invention consists in the construction

“and novel combination and arrangement of
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parts hereinafter more fully described, illus-

trated in fhe accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the claims hereto appended.
In the drawings: Figure 1 isa perspective

view of a trap constructed in aceordance with,

thig invention and shown set. Tig. 2 is a
longitudinal sectional view of the same. Fig.
3 is a plan view, the trap being sprung.
Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. .
1 designates & base, upon which is mounted
a spring-actuated jaw 2, formed integral with
a spiral spring and adapied to be foreed
downward by thesame against the frontpor-
tion of the base and in contact with an ani-
mal for catching thesame, Theresilient wire,
of which the spiral spring and the jaw are
construeted, is bent to form an arm 3. Itis
then coiled into the fransverse spring 4 and
is extended from one end thereof toformthe
loop or jaw 2, which terminates at the other
end of the transverse eoild, It is thenpassed
through the longitudinal opening of the coil

and terminates in an inward extension 5,

which is arranged helow the jaw, and which
serves to support the same. The jawandthe
spring are secured hingediy to the base by
perforated ears 6, which are provided with

shanks 7, passed. through the base and bent
upward against the lower face of the same,
the perforations of the ears receiving the ex-

iension 5, and the rear terminal of one side
‘of the jaw. The cuter end of the arm 3 is

bent downward, and inserted in the hase,
which is preferably constructed of wood. .
The spring is of sufficient strength to force
the jaw violently against an animal, and the
front end 8 of the jaw which is approximately
V-shaped is bent downward at an angle to
the body of the jaw beyond the base, to form
a grip to prevent the animal eaught from
being foreed ontward, and te hold the same
securely., The jaw is held backward, when
the trap is sef, against the aetion of the
transverse spring by a locking-bar 9%, which
passes over the jaw and whieh has its rear
end loosely connected to the base. The front
end of the locking-bar is adapted to engage
a cateh 10, of a hinged trigger 11, which is

-centrally arranged at the front of the base.
The cateh consists of a piece of sheet metal,

whieh isdonbled above the frigger and which
is bent rearward to form a shonlder, and

"which extends below the trigger and is bent

to form a pintle-eye 13, toreceive a pintle 14;
and the ends of the sheet metal are extended
forward forming securing-plates, which are
fastened to the rear end of the trigger. The
pintle may consist of a staple, or may have
its ends bent to form shanlks which are passed
through the base. The rear end of the lock-
ing-bar is bent to form an eye whichis linked
into a staple or eye 14° af the rear end of the
base. o

The particular constraetion of the catch
forms a very sensitive trap, and the latter
may be conveniently set by inverting it and
arranging the front end of the locking-bar
above the shoulder of the cateh, whick will
automatically engageit, Theslightest press-
are on the trigger will cause the springing of
the trap. '

.

The trigger is preferably constructed of

wood, but may be made of any sunitable ma-
ferial. Itisprovided with a bait-opening 15,
heneath which is secured a plate 16 which

_closes the bottom of the epening; and by this
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arrangement a bait receptacle is provided

which necessitates an animal touching the
trigger in order to obtain the bait; and inso
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toriching it a downward pressure is necessa-
rily produced, which will cause the trap {o
be instanily sprung.

It will be seen that the trap is snnple and
comparatively inexpensive in construction,
that it is positive and reliable in operation,
and that it is adapted to be placed adjacent
to a rat-hole or hetween boxes or near furni-
ture where niice are liable to run, and that it

is readily sprung by an animal in passing.

over it, even when not 'utemptmg to obtain
the balt.

Changes in the {orm, proportion, and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the prineiple or
gacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vontion,

What I claim is— _

1. A{rap,comprising a base, a spring-actu-
ated jaw constructied ofasingle piece of wire
coiled to form a transverse spring and ex-
tended from one end of the Iatter and shaped
inte a loop terminating at the opposite side
ofthe coil and continned to form a iransverse

portion arranged within the eoil, bearings

receiving the ends of the transverse portion,
a locking-bar, and a {rigger for setting the
jaw, substantially as deseribed.

2. A trap,comprisiag a base, aspring-acin-
ated jaw consirncted of asingle piece of wire 3o
coiled to form a transverse spring and ax-
tended from one end of the latter andshaped
into a loop terminating at the opposite side
of the eoilland continued to form a transverse
portion arranged within the coil, one end of 35
the wire being extended rearwardly to form
an arm and the other end being extended
transversely, a locking-bar, and a trigger for .
setting the jaw, substantially as described.

3. A trap, comprising a spring-actuated 4o
jaw, a locking-bar, a trigger provided at ifs
rear end with a catch,and an eye constructed
of a single piece of sheet metal doubled above
the trigger and hent rearward andhaving its
ends secured to the upper and lower facesof 45
the trigger, a pintle arranged in the eye and
hinging the triggoer to the base, and anckmg~
bar, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I haveheretoalfized my signature in go
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM C. TOOKER.

VWitnesses:
. K. R. MARKs,
J. E, Cox.




